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United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 ucts. First established under the authority of Public Law 480, the FMD was re-au-
thorized by Title VII of the Agricultural Trade Act of 1978, and is administrated by USDAs Foreign Agricultural
Service ( FAS ). The program has fostered a cost-sharing trade promotion partnership between USDA and U. S.
agricultural producers and processors, who are represented by non-profit commodity or trade associations
called Cooperators. FAS enters into partner-ships with those eligible nonprofit U. S. trade organizations that
have the broadest producer representation of the commodity being promoted. Under this partnership, USDA
and the Cooperators pool their technical and financial resources to conduct overseas market development.
How the program benefits U. S. agriculture: The FMD benefits U. S. farmers, processors, and exporters by
assisting their organizations in maintaining or increas-ing market share in existing markets by addressing long-
term foreign market im-port constraints and by identifying new markets or new uses for the agricultural
commodity or product in the foreign market. Overseas promotions focus on generic U. S. commodities, rather
than brand-name products, and are targeted toward long-term development. How the program works: Under
the FMD, CCC funds partially reimburse co-operators for conducting approved overseas promotional activities.
Preference is given to nonprofit U. S. agricultural and trade groups that represent an entire indus-try or are
nationwide in membership and scope. Each year USDA announces an application period for participation in
the FMD program and publishes it in the Federal Register. Proposals are developed by trade organizations and
may be submitted to USDA as part of the Unified Export Strat-egy ( UES ) process, which allows...
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