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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: .results. Mathematics. i ARITHMETIC--Continued. In
connection with this question of problems, there is another point which is of considerable importance; it is the
manner of solving problems. Immediately below the written statement of the question all the numbers to be
retained should be placed on a single horizontal line with an initial letter indicating what each represents;
below this first line, numbers representing things of the same kind should be grouped together. With this
arrangement and grouping, the pupil has a better grasp of the numbers, he more easily perceives the relations
between them, and it becomes a less difficult task to find the comparisons and reasoning which lead to the
solution. For the sake of clearness and to facilitate the work of correction it is an advantage to divide the page
into halves by a vertical line; calculations are placed on the left while the reasoning is written on the right.
Pupils often imagine that they are reasoning when they are simply stating what they are doing. The teacher
should correct them of this defect. In the same connection, it is not enough that pupils should be made to
explain what they are doing, and why they are doing it, but they should be required to express themselves
correctly in full, clear, exact sentences. It is easy to obtain precision and propriety of language in teaching this
subject, and when the pupil, thanks to the teacher, has acquired the habit of correct speech...
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