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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Standard Natural History, Vol. 5: Mammals In
the beginning of the third volume of tills series we have a general account of the anatomy and physiology of
the branch of Vertebrata; and here, as an introduction to the class of Mammals, we need only to refer very
briefly to some of the special diagnostic characters which separate this group from the other divisions of
backboned animals. In this account we have intentionally omitted those features which are common to all
ertebrates, and all description of physiological phenomena which, as explained in the ordinary school text-
books of human physiology, will apply as well to the whole class of mammals as to man. The Mammalia, the
highest class of the animal kingdom, is more distinctly marked off from all other groups than are many of the
classes considered in the preceding volumes. While there frequently exists a doubt as to the proper boundaries
of some of the lower groups, or their relative importance in the scale of perfection, no such hesitancy is felt
regarding the limits or the grade of the mammalia. Even within the limits of the class the orders are all well
defined, and in most cases their relative rank is pretty well settled. This superiority of the mammalia over all
other classes of the animal kingdom does not imply that every organ is more perfect or better adapted to its
purpose, or that every individual is really higher; but that when we come to regard the totality of the
organization, and the setting apart of portions of the body for some specific purpose, resulting in an increased
differention of organs and an increased...
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